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LEADING THE SERVICES

Dr. George Robertson................................................................................... Senior Pastor
Rev. Chris Florence...................................................................................Associate Pastor
Mr. Paul Roberts.....................................................  Director of Music Ministry, Organist

Welcome

But for me it is good to be near God. — Psalm 73:28

We have no greater privilege than to draw near to God. We come to him through the 
merit of Christ crucified. We come by the power of the Holy Spirit. And we come 
with God’s promise that he will draw near to us (James 4:8).  

If your faith has not yet come to rest in Christ, and if God is awakening in your heart 
a desire to take the next step, please use one of the prayer cards in the pew rack to 
contact the pastor or speak to him as you leave the sanctuary. A husband and wife 
team will also be available at the front of the sanctuary following the service to speak 
with anyone interested in exploring what it means to know Jesus Christ or to join 
this church.

May our gracious Lord draw near to you wonderfully in this service today.

The Theme: Peace

The Advent Wreath Celebration
During the advent season we will be lighting an advent candle in our morning 
services. Each week members will come to the front and light an advent candle 

and read the Scripture associated with that candle. This should add to our sense 
of expectation and celebration together as a covenant family that the center of our 

church and the center of our Christmas celebration is Jesus Christ himself. 
Families are encouraged to center their family devotions around these advent 

themes as we celebrate his coming into the world and into our hearts and lives.

The tradition of celebrating the four weeks of advent goes back at least to A.D. 
600. There is no uniform practice regarding the symbolism or color of the candles. 

However, there are three purple candles, purple often representing the need for 
repentance in our lives. The three purple candles also stand for Hope, Peace, and 

Love, three gifts God provides through the advent of his Son. The pink candle 
stands for Joy, the Joy that is ours because of his coming. The white candle in the 
center of the wreath is lit on Christmas Eve and represents the birth of our Lord 
Jesus Christ. Our purpose in lighting the advent wreath is to focus our attention 

on Jesus this Christmas season and to honor and glorify him.
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THE MORNING SERVICES
The Second Sunday of Advent

December 6, 2009
8:30 and 11 a.m.

(† Indicates the congregation standing)

The Choral Prelude - In the Black Midwinter.........................................................Darke
Elizabeth Johnson, descant

(The congregation is invited to read Matthew 5:7, 9 page 1501 in the pew Bible)

In the bleak midwinter, frosty wind made moan. Earth stood hard as iron, 
water like a stone. Snow had fallen, snow on snow, in the bleak midwinter 
long ago.

Our God, heav’n cannot hold him, nor earth sustain. Heav’n and earth 
shall flee away when he comes to reign. In the bleak midwinter a stable 
place sufficed the Lord God Almighty Jesus Christ.

What can I give him, poor as I am? If I were a shepherd I would bring a 
lamb. If I were a wise man, I would do my part, yet what I can I give him, 
give my heart.

† The Peace

† The Call to Worship................................................................................from Psalm 29   

Ascribe to the LORD, O mighty ones, ascribe to the LORD glory and strength.

Ascribe to the LORD the glory due his name; worship the LORD in the 
splendor of his holiness.

The LORD gives strength to his people;

The LORD blesses his people with peace.

The LORD be with you.

And with your spirit.

Let us worship God.
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† The Hymn - Comfort, Comfort Ye My People................................................Thirsting

(All Verses)

http://www.fpcaugusta.org/musicframe1.aspx?pdf=Music/Other/Comfort, Comfort Ye My People.pdf&Music=Music/Other/Thirsting.mid
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† The Invocation

† The Confession of Faith....................................................................... Romans 5:1-2, 8

Q) What is your only comfort in life and in death?

Since we have been justified through faith, we have peace with God 
through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have gained access by 
faith into this grace in which we now stand. And we rejoice in the hope 
of the glory of God. God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While 
we were still sinners, Christ died for us.

The Lighting of the Advent Candle: Peace (8:30 a.m.)..................Katie & Tyler Griffin
                                                          (11 a.m.).......................Molly & Gary Recktenwald

The Corporate Confession of Sin� (Please kneel)

God of everlasting love, 
we confess that we have been unfaithful
to our covenant with you and with one another.
We have worshiped other gods: money, power, greed, and convenience.
We have served our own self-interest
instead of serving only you and your people.
We have not loved our neighbor as you have commanded,
nor have we rightly loved ourselves.
Forgive us, gracious God,
and bring us back into the fullness 
of our covenant with you and one another.
Through Christ, our Lord.  Amen.

The Personal Confession of Sin
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The Assurance of Pardoning Grace

For day and night your hand was heavy upon me; my strength was sapped as in 
the heat of summer. Then I acknowledged my sin to you and did not cover up my 
iniquity. I said, “I will confess my transgressions to the LORD”-- and you forgave 
the guilt of my sin. Psalm 32:4-5  

† The Gloria.........................................................................................................St. Peter

*Please take a moment to sign the attendance register.
Online giving available at www.firstpresaugusta.org.
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†  The Pastoral Prayer and The Lord’s Prayer                                   (Please stand)

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come.
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread,
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil:
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen.

The Offering*

The Offertory Anthem - Carol for Winter.........................................................Lovelace

‘Tis winter now; the fallen snow 
has left the heav’ns all coldly clear.
Through leafless boughs the sharp winds blow.
And all the earth lies dead and drear.

And yet God’s love is not withdrawn;
His life within the keen air breathes.
His beauty paints the crimson dawn
and clothes the boughs with glitt’ring wreaths.

And though abroad the sharp winds blow,
and skies are chill and frosts are keen,
home closer draws her circle now,
and warmer glows her light within.

O God who gives the winter’s cold,
as well as summer’s joyous rays,
us warmly in thy Son enfold,
and bring us to heav’ns glorious days.
Amen.
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† The Hymn of Preparation - Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming........ Es Ist Ein Ros’ Enstprungen

(Children in K4 through fourth grade exit at this time.)
(All Verses)

http://www.fpcaugusta.org/musicframe1.aspx?pdf=Music/Other/Lo, How A Rose Eer Blooming.pdf&Music=Music/Other/Es Ist Ein Ros Entsprungen.mid
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† The Hymn of Response - It Came Upon a Midnight Clear.................................Carol

The Silent Prayers of God’s People

(All Verses)

The Sermon - Dignified Duty According to Jesus......................................Matthew 5:7, 9
(Sermon Outline on the back of the announcement sheet)

http://www.fpcaugusta.org/musicframe1.aspx?pdf=Music/Other/It Came Upon The Midnight Clear.pdf&Music=Music/Other/Carol.mid
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† The Benediction � (Please be seated following the benediction)

The Organ Postlude - From Heaven to Earth I Come........................................Pachelbel

Please note that an elder is available at the front of the sanctuary following the service for prayer, 
counsel, or information about how to have a personal relationship with Jesus Christ.

The Sanctuary Flowers

The sanctuary flowers are given today to the glory of God by 
Pearl Bailie in loving memory of her parents, Carolyn and John Bailie.

CCLI License Number 425646
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2010 Church Officer Elections

Dear Members of The First Presbyterian Church of Augusta,

It is with pleasure that the Session of First Presbyterian Church (FPC) inform you 
of the men that God has raised up as eligible candidates for the offices of Elder 
and Deacon.  These men were nominated by the congregation this past May and 
have successfully completed the extensive Officer Training Course.  Upon 
conclusion of the training, the men, who expressed a strong sense that God was 
continuing to call them to serve in church office, were examined by the Session 
and Diaconate and approved to stand for election in 2010.

Since the election of church officers is one of the most important responsibilities 
we have as members of FPC, we urge you to pray earnestly in preparation for 
Officer Elections, which will be held during a Congregational Meeting following 
the evening worship service on Sunday, January 10, 2010.  As you pray for these 
men and God’s guidance for our congregation, consider our Lord’s instruction 
through the apostle Paul in 1 Timothy 3:1-13 and Titus 1:5-9 regarding the 
qualifications of Elder and Deacon.  To further assist you in voting preparation, 
biographical information on each candidate will be provided one week prior to 
the elections.

The eligible candidates for the 2010 Class of Officers are:

Elder
Phin Hitchcock
Steve Hubbard
Ron Jeffcoat
Ken Lanclos
Ashley Paulk
Bruce Van Peursem
Skip Wiggins
Matt Willis

Deacon
Allen Blalock
Randall Boutwell
Justin Halverson
John Massey
Jeff Westergreen
Don Yarid
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Visitor Information

To Our Guests,

We especially welcome you today!  Information about our church is available in our Welcome Center, located 
through the doorway to the right of the high pulpit. You can also visit our website at www.firstpresaugusta.org.

Fall 2009 Adult Education Communities (Sunday School)
Sunday School is provided for all ages. Specific classroom information can be found in the Welcome Center. The 
following adult classes are offered for this fall. All are encouraged to attend the class of their choosing.

Children’s Worship
A specially designed program is offered for children in pre-K through fourth grade during the morning services. A 
leader will escort children from the sanctuary to their rooms during the hymn of preparation. Parents are welcome 
to accompany them to observe and/or know where to pick them up after the service. Parents of children in pre-K 
through second grade are asked to pick up their children following Sunday School or the 11 a.m. worship service. 

Nursery
Nurseries are provided for infants and toddlers during the worship services and Sunday School. We also provide 
a Mother/Infant Room equipped with audio located beside Nursery 1. Ushers are available to direct you.

Church Membership
If you are interested in making First Presbyterian your church home or in simply knowing more about our 
church, please call the church office Monday through Friday, 8:30 a.m. – 5 p.m., at 706-823-2450.

Class Study Teacher

Elective #1 Progressive Revelation of  Holy Spirit Florence, Vasholz

Elective #2 The Life & Teaching of John Calvin Robertson, Skenes

Elective #3 Hebrews 11 Cordaro, Johnson, VanPeursem

Trinity (those with grandchildren & above) Christian Hymnody Roberts, Scarbrough

Sojourners (those with elementary/middle school children) Raising Families in Fast Times Franks, Whitcomb, Lynch

Builders (young married couples) Genesis Class Leaders

Medical Campus Outreach (medical professionals/students) Sermon on the Mount Keuroglian

College (for those in college or of college age) The Life and Ministry of Jesus Drinkard

Singles (ranging from early 20s to 30s) Nehemiah Barrett, Wilkins


